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Claire and Hazelanne


MENTAL HEALTH BILL

I am writing to alert you to yesterday’s introduction of the Mental Health Bill into Parliament and to take this opportunity to thank you for your contribution to the AMHP stakeholder group.  I hope that you will continue to work with us in the future, on getting the Code of Practice right and more broadly, on ensuring a smooth implementation of the policies in the Bill. 

As you know, this Bill seeks to amend the Mental Health Act 1983 to:

· help ensure that patients with mental disorders receive the treatment they need to protect them and others from harm

· bring the law in line with modern service developments – in particular the development of community-based services and the opening up of professional roles

· strengthen patient safeguards and to remove an ECHR incompatibility.

It also introduces “Bournewood” safeguards, through amending the Mental Capacity Act 2005.  The safeguards will ensure that, other than where the provisions of the Mental Health Act are applied, people lacking capacity may only be detained if it is in their best interests, if somebody is appoint to support and represent them and if there is the opportunity for speedy access to a court to challenge the detention.

The Bill and the Bill products can be found at www.dh.gov.uk/mentalhealth and I would be grateful if you would share this information with the members of your group. 

Yours sincerely 

sent electronically on behalf of 

KATHRYN TYSON 

Programme Director, Mental Health 











