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Mental Health Alliance
- STOP PRESS – STOP PRESS-
The Mental Health Bill has been published
It is now more important than ever to show your support for the Mental Health Alliance’s campaign to secure a better Mental Health legislation
The Mental Health Alliance is staging a mass lobby of Parliament on Tuesday 28th November 2006 and we need you to be there
A lobby of Parliament gives ordinary people the opportunity to speak to their MP about an issue they are concerned about. We want to tell MPs that we oppose the Government’s plans to amend the Mental Health Act and what we would like to see in its place: a law that’s fit for the twenty-first century. 

The more people who can come to Parliament and talk to their MPs, the stronger our message will be. We will provide you with all the information you will need to make the most out of the lobby. It is also a good idea to keep checking the website for updates and information.
To join our lobby, please;

Come to: St Stephen’s Entrance, Parliament, Westminster, London

On Tuesday 28th November 2006

Between 1:30pm and 5:00pm. 

Please see http://www.parliament.uk/about/visiting/directions/maps.cfm for a map of the area.

The nearest tube station to Parliament is Westminster (Jubilee line, Circle and District lines) and there are a number of bus stops nearby. If you are travelling to the lobby by coach, you can park at Victoria coach station and either walk to Parliament or take a bus (numbers 11 and 211). Further information can be found at www.tfl.gov.uk
If possible, please come at the time for your region (shown below). This way, people from the same area with the same MP can see him or her together. When you arrive at Parliament (St Stephen’s entrance) you will be met by our stewards who will take you into Parliament to be organised into groups and briefed. We will then guide you to Central Lobby where you will ask to meet your MP. 

Please note this legislation only affects England and Wales.

	Region
	Arrive for briefing
	Lobby your MP

	Wales
	1.30pm
	2.30pm

	North of England (including the North east, North west, Yorkshire and the Humber)
	2.00pm
	3.00pm

	South West England
	2.30pm
	3.30pm

	East and West Midlands
	3.00pm
	4.00pm

	East and South East of England
	3.30pm
	4.30pm

	London
	4.00pm
	5.00pm


Not sure what region you’re in? See the map at: http://www.statistics.gov.uk/geography/downloads/uk_gor_cty_1.pdf
If possible, we would like you to contact your MP in advance to make sure they’re available to see you. Please send the attached letter to your MP or send an email via www.mentalhealthalliance.org.uk 

If you are not sure who your MP is then please refer to www.locata.co.uk/commons 

Please let us know if you are coming by emailing Katharine Boaden Katharine.boaden@scmh.org.uk. 
If you have any questions or will require any assistance on the day of the lobby then please contact Katharine or see www.mentalhealthalliance.org.uk 

We regret that the Mental Health Alliance will be unable to provide any refreshments during the lobby. Please bring your own refreshments if you think you will require them.

We will need people who are coming to the lobby to speak to people in the media both before and afterwards about why they are coming. We may also want to take some photos of people who have attended the lobby. If you would be willing to speak to the media or have your photo taken, please let Katharine know.
Thank you for your support,

Andy Bell

Chair, Mental Health Alliance

